HACKNEY

SCRooL oF FOOD

Volunteer Brief — Garden Volunteer

Hackney School of food is a vibrant community-centred food education hub in East
London. We aim to inspire, support and develop a love of cooking in people of all
ages and levels of experience. We offer schools and our local community a broad
range of cookery courses to teach children and their families how to cook
nourishing food from scratch. Set amidst beautiful productive gardens where we
grow much of our produce, we offer an immersive experience in growing and
cooking real food made from fresh ingredients.

Our team of chefs, gardeners and educators work together to develop exciting new
courses to fulfill the needs of the local community. We highly value our volunteers
and invite anyone with an interest in what we do to collaborate and get involved,
there are many varied and rewarding volunteer opportunities with us.

The Role

We are looking for volunteers to work in our beautiful garden here at Hackney
School of Food where we grow produce to use in our kitchen. We have a variety of
fruit trees, wild flower beds and an established vegetable and herb garden. Our



garden volunteers play an essential role in maintaining and enhancing the space

while supporting its mission to educate and engage the community.

What tasks you'll do

General:

Seasonal:

Weeding: Removing unwanted plants to maintain the health and
appearance of the garden.

Planting: Planting flowers, vegetables, herbs, or trees depending on
the garden’s focus.

Watering: Ensuring plants receive adequate water, especially during
dry periods.

Harvesting: Picking fruits, vegetables, or herbs when they are ready.
Pruning: Trimming plants to encourage healthy growth.

Seed Sowing: Preparing and planting seeds for new growth cycles

Community engagement

Benefits

Supporting workshops or events: Helping with setup, assisting
participants, or providing demonstrations.

Inclusive and supportive friendly environment

Connect with others

Time outdoors in nhature

Improve mental well-being

Meaningful work that supports environmental sustainability
A sense of community and the opportunity to learn new skills

Timing commitment

We prefer volunteers to come regularly — this may be once a week or once a month.

We usually have volunteers coming to the garden every Friday morning from 10am.

Experience needed

We would ideally have volunteers with some previous experience of gardening,
although there is plenty you will learn on the job.

Safeguarding



As we work with children and vulnerable adults you will be chaperoned by a
member of the team initially but we will complete a free DBS check with you if you
volunteer with us more regularly.

Location:

Hackney School of Food
Oswald St, Lower Clapton
London E5 OBT

The 242 from Dalston Junction drops you off right outside the school, nearest
overgrounds are Homerton and Clapton which are a 21 minute walk, there are also
plenty of Lime bikes in the area

How to apply:

Please use_this application form to let us know you are interested.

We will be in touch asap with details.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jpkiGL4ZhtmCA30fRc-8Ej9ctUFIgLxaBQhpxLPD4-A/edit




	Community engagement 

